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A Guise After Sea El"phants
By Charles Miller Harris

N the earlr spring oi l()07,
rvhile uu a hurrting trilr
for thc lSig Horn sheell.
in the San Pedro trlartir

I i\lountairr.s oi [-orvt'r (';rli-
* forrria. Ilexico, runror:

rcaclterl nrc u,hich irrtlicatt'rl the possible
existcrrr:r of a srnall lrcrd of tlrc grncr-
alll' cortsidere<l cxtirrct L'alifurrria tile -

lrlrattt Scal q,ll ttcrurh irrrr.r ). 'l'lrll arr
largt'st of all seals, thc ot<l bulls att:iinirrg
a sizr greatcr tlral tlrat oi thr lvAlru{.

ll v guidc, frolrt rvlrorrr I srit tlrr [irst
ilttinratiorr that solltc of tlrt,sr rilrc ntilnl-
mals rnight still be
found, infclrnred nre
that a l{exican har!
told lrinr th;rt he
harl seen sorrle of
ttresc anirnals orr the
slrores of thr " l sltt
tlr Gttudslottlre," an
islanrl lving sorne
180 r'niles off the
rvest coast of Lorver
Califonria, in about
latiturle trvcntl'-nine

rrrrrth, krngitttrle ( )nr eiglltc(n rve st.
'l'his intt'restr:r.l nlc !'crv tttttclt, as I

knt'u' it rvr,rtrlrl lrt' cottsitlrrcrl llv natttralists
a gre.Lt cateh if I cortlrl sccure sontc spc
cinrerrs. Sn { 11r'r,1* it a poirrt to firrd this
\lericlrrr, atttl, frour tvhat ltc tolcl tnc.
I rarue to tlt'- cotrr:lttsirtn that rttl' in[or-
rt.tatiotr u'its gootl. L'1rr.itt tttt' retttrn tcr

tlrc lantl o[ L'rrcle S:ttit. I ccrnttttttnicatttl
rvith the [!utturalrlu \\'altcr Rothsclrilel,
of lirrgl;rrtrl, rvho harl llct'tt IIr\" patrort bc-
iorc, atttl tr'ltrtst nragtliiiterrt collt:ctions
, rI natur;rl historv slrccitttetrs at thc
nrui('unr un tltc Itotlrsclriltl'.s li$t{ltc at

'l'ring. I{crts, Iirrg-
latttl, are anl()rrg the
firtest irt tltc rvorlrl.
I rvals intntcrliatcll
catrlerl tr-r nrak-r the
tr-r'. attrl -r.t.rrr can lle
surt I ;rt unt.r"'S','t
the rrrills to grirrrl-
ing." fr:r I ltar"] llcr:r
at Gttarlalortlrr:, ilr
conrJ)arr.v lvitlr tlrc
l;rtc \\'. [l. lJrvaut ot
thc California r\cail-
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I rvill ttr:t rlrvcll
rverks slrrrtt at Sarr
to secure a vessel
flvirrg C)ld (ilorr'.
'l'ltc ntaritirnt latrc
of llcsir:n are vcr'r'

lrcculiar. I;r.rrcisir
vessels t-rI ttnrlrr
tlrirtl' tolls are
ral t'rl as piratcs
antl not allorverl
orrlirrarv Arrrericatt
privileges. rvithotrt
a spcr.:ial pernrit
irnm Il exicn Citr'.'l'his I tlirl r10t

rvarrt to wait frtr.
attrl as I cotrltl lirrr-l
ntr sailing ruastcr
rvillirrg to takr a
clrarrcc at bcing
ote rhaulerl as a pi.
ratc lrv a Ilcxicrrrr
\\'ar vcsscl. I lvas
olrligcrl to acce1rt

L -*.",}

on sct't'ral tirt'sotttc
Dicgo in an attr"tttlrt

'fltIlos SANTos fi"r'l' .lNlt 'l\)\\'I (tl.' ltl\5ltrl-.\tl.\, 1lll.: ('At'l'I,\1, t)1,' l,tt\Yl:li tRAJ.\i (',\l,lf{rllSl \,

crrrv of Scirtrrrs. in l8tt5, nrakirrg a cr-rl-

lcctions clf hirtli. atttl ottr Itolrt's lurrl tltcrr
rtttt irt tlre rliret'tinrr of rlcpltarrt rt'nlr. ar
it u'as tlruuglrt that the islanrl rrriulrt po."
sibly bc tlrr horrrt. of ;r rcrrrrrirrrt ,,f tlt,:
lrracticall.r' externrirratrrl lrc;rst : htrt r\'{:
s:l\r no cr,irlcrrct' r:f thcir cxistcrrec.

I n'ar v('r.\' anxious trt ilc$Iil1rlish r|lr;tl
rve ltittl failerl itr trventr'-I\t'{) \'cars hcforr.
tlrc tapse of titttt lenrlirrtr :rrltk,rl valrrr to
succcss.

the opPrrtunit.r' olTerrrl to cltarter a slllall
vrsscl lt S;rtr Otterttirt. a slllall l)ort solll{'
J00 rrrilr:s suutlt of San [)iegrr.

.lust alx.,ut this tirrrc the Ilexicarr. Ig-
ttacirr. rvlrr.r lrarl itt[t"rtrttgl ttt* of tltt *cals.
callt(' itttn Satt I)icgu its rltlc of tht crew
of a \lt'sit';ttt vcsscl lurilirrg frctm Gua-r--
nr:rs" I at ,rrrue tnlistrtl lritu itt ttl.r' ser-
vicr'. anrl orr the evetrittg of llar' 8, ac-
curttlxrtticrl lr"r Ignacio antl \'. L. Carrnll.
of Iitrf firlr,, rvhrl rvas to gqr rvitll Illc t()
the islattrl, I lroarrl*rl the 5t. [)t'nis, n
stcattrrr plving rlorvtr tltc r.'oast : and th,l

rlcxt ilr0rnlTlg \\'e
arriverl at Ensen-
ada, Bar" rtf '['odr,s

Sattt,rs, llorl of elt-
tr)'for the ttortlr-
rrn dil,isic,tr of
[,orver Califorrria.
It is scvcral ntilec
rrlr tlte llorth shttrr
nf this heautifrrl
lrfl\' rvltere IIr.c.
Rrllrert [,t-ruis Ster"-
ens(')n has a l)rcttl
htrrrgalou' to rvlticlt
at tintes rvith
t'ltose n fricrrrls sltr
re tircs [u rscal)c
the ruslr and swirl
nf otrr nrorc nortlt-
c r n civilizatiun.
Lcaving Iirrsettarll
torvarrl cvcttitrg
we wet'e lanrletl
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at Sarr (]uctrtirr latc tlte rtcxt rnorrrirtg.
\\'e lrcgan I)rcl);lratiorrs tor ottr \'()\'ill{c

at unce. .'\rr insl.rcctinrr of tlrr: /;rr"irr. tlrc
littlc craft ltlriclr \\'iri tu ('arrt lrs l()
Littatlalotttle, slturv*tl hcr to bc .il',cr,r,,*t-
riggcrl, sharp at butlr r:rrrls, str:crirrg with
a tillcr, arrd irrcirlrntallv lt;rving a Irit of
l'Lrnl:lncrj attar'llt'tl tL) ltcr: sltc ha.r'ing
lrt'ett ;l 8'tttttto "llr,;tclltr," Iter callitr
slros'crl Irrllet lrglc.. r'rr:rrlc lry slrcrts frnrar
tlre gtttts of tlrc rcvr:nlrc lr,,itt. rt'ltt'tt sltt'
\r'as a " rcttcgatlt." \\'c rtttpltr-r'etl for
crc\\', bcsitlc Ign;rcio (()I' ar I ralltrrl Irirtr.
tll\' tttall I;rirlar'. llt' ltavittg llct'tt lll:t-
roorrerl alortc for six rt.tr.rtttlt-. r)u :I slnall
islarrd not l<'rng lreiorc l. tltrr:r \lcxicarrs,
one a saikrr. olrc ilr cooli attrl *ailtr. attrl
tlrc capt;tin. Lollcz l,) nilnr(: ;r nl:lll
u'lrose violcrtt attacltrrrcnt for tlurt tlA-
tionall.v-lrelovcrl, r'illaittutts poistrt callctl
lltt'JCtl/. ga\'{' tts tttttclt trottlrlc. llttt its Itt'
$,as tltc onll tttittt at S,ur (Jtrrntin hilvirrir
"pal)crs ' tu sail a vtssrl. \\'t' \\'crt: olrlig'rtl
to put up u'ith lrirrr.

IIr. L-;lrrrt,-ut. frtnrt tvltottt u'c cltartt:rt'rl
the vesse'I. saitl : "\cvt'r tttittrl. Igrracitr
can sail tlre lltlat I tltrou' furpcz ovcrtroarrl
after .r't;u clear anrl get outsitlc." \\'e clid

not rlo th is. Irttt lllan r
tttiii', \t i"it,', 1 ',t l ir:r,1. llJ'
iiti lri" gcttirrl ;i,1, ir;1,',
Ir',ilr'1 iit' l:r'i'ir1l:i',li'ttiti
:lt)r' r,,'i. jirr:i \r i';r, lr.

{{.'l it lii i , i11 11.;1; ' i

_i I l+ '

r,\'I,ltliSS tllt.rtt'li. sl'Ullt'l' oh''l'llt.) lSI..t:\iIr:
\tt:ssBS. ("\llllilI.t,,lNIl lfiN.\r'll) lr.,

1'Il l': l"()lll':ti ll{ rl1 }; l'

kt't'1r hirtr tltcrr.' lrl force atl(l argtlttlctlt.
It rvas urrlv nlorllil'rg. II:ri" 34. \\'llclr.

rvitlt tltt' [;rtirt rvt'll provisir-,r:r:tl atttl sttll-
lr!i<'r! rr,ith \\,iltcr. plctttr of satrt for crtr-
111{ ririr -j)ccinl('ll.s, rxtra ropes. an(llors,
i t, 1.\ {' lroistt'rl sails arttl lvith tlre rcrl.
u ir:r, :lrrul l{rrrtl l)cnntnt oI ottr Sotrth-
.r.ri rrcilllrlrol illirrg at tltt'tttlst-ltrarl. a

t-lri:" irr,i"t i;\\'r':t rvirrtl carrirtl t1s otlt tltt'
rt.li trrtii'- of tortttrrrts r.:ltatttttl acrurs tllc
lr:r:. iilr,: rrt l():J0 \\'t: \\'ere in lllrrc \l'ilter
;i.rri -,'it,irlittg ;t\\'it-\' fnr ( ittittlnkrttlrc.
\\, rl1, r::'lrt L'itnlt :t ttastt rlitttl atttl ratitt

attri tltt' sca gut vt't")' rotlgh.
, Il rvas ltt'rt' tlt,tt I rt'alizerl

tlr;tt \\'c lr;ttl t'(|tllc trt scit
rvitlr a cltart attrl art erlrl
('r lnII)il{.\ tlre uliiC;tCv of
rvlrich I harl rlc,ttltts. tr' t'(l-t-
r('strnt tltat t]:ttlti(fl1 J);tril-
yrltt'rtr;tli;r. sttch as \c\tAIlt.
t' l) r , n()r"n('l('r'. alrtt:rn;tcs.
t,tr... rlfiiclr all ..r"rlrl-:.t.ir

rlog" navitlatt,t's tltinl; tht'r'
ntult ltavt'. I tr.rlrl \lt'.
('art'oll tlrat I gttrsrt'tl I",i'
[)rz nrust he errrlrrrvrrl rt'itlt
tlre i;lnrr ittrtirr,:t tlrat
hrirrgs tlrc ltorttirrg lrigr:orr
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'l'lIfJ llltlil, AS \\'F; Irl)l'Nl, l'l'l)l- ()l'll lrlHsl'
l..tNlrlNt;: .\Ll.'l'lll: ll.\'!.s llltl\i; .\sl.[;l':l'

,l'l"l'lll:'l'Illl,: (tf' Irll()'l'l)tilt,ll'lll\rl

to it'r'ott'. ()\'r'r ltrutrlrcrls.,f tttilt'* rri
strang(j t'()rrntrr : lrul I dirl r:'t ttti11rl. ;rs
I u'ns ttscrl lti tltr' "trrtrl-tn-lttrk" u'al oI
rkrirtg tlrirrgs irr \lrxir',,.

I )aylight of tlrr rrtortrittg ()f the
tu,crrtv-sixth forrrrrl rrs sonlr.:ix rnilfs
,rfi tlrt rturtltc;rsl r;tutrler rtf thc
islarttl. antl ilt t{ :"1{) \r (' rantt to
arrclror irr thc fairlr sheltt'rt',1 lrat'.
at tlrc old harr;rcks ()n tlrt" Irt'.irlt'oi
thc islirrrtl. .\1tlt'l' tl,rttlrlt sct'ttrittg ()tlr
little crait l,)' strlteltitrg ;r r'{)ln' calrlr
fn,nt lter stcrtt tu tltr sllot'r'. :trtrl f;rstt'tr-
irrg it Io a grt:;tt rut'li. \\'(' lrr{,r'utrlcrl tu
trt:tltt';t short'(ilrlll), atttl ottr crroli, l'l'i--
r'ililrur. at oncr !{{}t t() ttork t'nrtkittg trlr .r

icasl of lrrratl, hcans, t"tt'" Sirrt:c it lrar!
b(r'rr s,"r rottult conting o\"('r its to nutkc lt
firr: inrlrr';reticahlr. u'c ltittl n{'t lr"t(l ,t'ltlcl'
tu eltt ior forlr'-r'iglrt ltours.

( itt;rrl;rlt,ttpr w'ar furntt'rh rtst'rl l,i'
IIcxit:t, ar :r tx'ual isl;rtrl. attrl orr tltc ur'-
casiutr oi rrrr iir>t r isit irr lS-t-i, tl:t'rt' u';t-
;1 1',,11tlt rtf >r)tltt' fiftI c,,tlvici. ,*tittiiittt,'rI
at tlris 

'littlt' 
pot't I tlri' rtrins cil f lrr.'ir" ul,l

llarracks are in e vi,h'nr:r' l,,rlu.r . 'l'lt.'

islarrtl is of voll';111ir' rrrigitt. lrt't'tttr tttik'."
Iortt:,, l,):ln t'xtt'r'tttt'u'irlth r)f ;tlxrttt
rie'lrt: it:r lriglrr.t altitrr'it' is ^l,i{ttl frct.
It pt't'.uttt.) ilrr r\t rr:tttr'lr ltolrl ;lJllr(';rr;lllc('
it'uttr tlrc r(':1. arrrl r irr"irr;.t" to its liiu'll.
r'rngg\ sl)ot"t's arrri tltr t'rcretJirtllu n:tst.r
rrlrr;rlls of lvirrrl callcrl "\r'uulir:s," rvlticlr

S[.\ il.1,1'II.\\1'S.

lrl,,rr rl,,rvtr frurr: ilr l*,rvcrirrg clif fr. it i'
\'('r'r rl;rrrt't'r,ru' nll\ i(;rtin:l' a sailirr${ r't'r-
-rl alrurrt its r'tlast. ( )n tlte tu'rtttr"-
srvt'rr1lt, Itr". ('art't,11. lll)' ntan firitlirr
;uttl Iclirrrlrrrl rrlr:('\'('t"r rnilcs oi vrr.\
r-o11gl1 trail tu thc \ut'nnlit, Iraving sr\"-
cral ulrjre ts irr vit'u". \\'c u'antrd sorttr-'
frttlr rrtt';rt. iulrl rvc rlirl kill scverll fat
Snitt>,. >()ntc llrnttsittttl' r.rf u"hich riutl{r:
,)n tlrt' irlalrrl. \\ t' alsu rvislterl to r\-
:ttttittt' ilttl titr u'lt1('t' :tttll)11'. itt casc of
('iltcrl{r'nr'r. :ttttl tltr otrlr' \\'atcf i*s utt tllr
strrnrrrit" \\'c i,,rrrrrl scvcral u'atr'r ltrllts.
lrrtt nrr l---1rlrrrr'! L.ikc tht' air .,i the
Itealt'rrr allotrt u:. tlrr tvatcr sntclt ot
g( );rt, trr.t t't I rlI goat arttl ltrcttl ncarl\
\\'itr u.u;I1. .\tttl tlrt'rl \\'t' \\'allted if F,r*-
silrlt', lo s('cr1t'(' sl)ccilllt:ns of the ( trrit-
t'tn'Lt, a ltattrlirrlrtt' r;rglt' llcctrliar to tlrr'
islarr,l, ir:, irr [act, arr rrcrlrlv all tlrt' Iarrrl
lrit'rls. \\'c s:rn" rro t.'ault.: anrl tltrv i{rr
lrrolxrlrl,,' r xt irtct. 1rt'rlt:t1rs rx I crnliltatu I

l,) poirnn lrttt nttt lr-r'lrtt'tir.* itttcrr"ttri
irr tltc I{r,ilt:: fr,r rvltt'tt tltcsr birtls \vrr(
;rlrurrtl;rrrt tlrt'.r' killt',1 tnattr of tltt" kirls.

( )n tlrc islanrl's rtortltcrn and rvestrrtt
nh,1r1'. ilru cuttsirlcruhlc gr()\'t$ of cah-
lr:rgr,'-pitlnt ;tttrl r'\ I)t'('s.\ atlrl. for att islatlrl
s{, r'r('rrrlr all ruck. thcrr is a cottsirl*rllth'
grou'tlr r>f (rasr. \\'r colltctrtl sotlir
:pr'('inr{.'nr of tlre srrulll lanrl hirrls. alttl
lrir'kirrr uJr {)tlr S,r;tts utl tllt: 11';11" {,nttl.

i
i
t

,il'l.l-s l" \Ill.\ I)l.ll'l'llit; f*AtiU
|l\' FllilI lllil ti lt.\('tis.
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reacltt'rl tlrr: vesscl alrr,rttt tlttsl<. iur,ltrorr
and rYear-\'.

Iior scveral da1,s rvr ptrlletl abr;rrt thc
.slrlres, irr otrr snrall lxxrt. in an cttrlcavor
tu locate the elcpltant seal, but n'err rt,,t
succcssful ; anrl so firrallv sailcrl tltt
I;rrit arountl on tlre rveatlier:itle of
tlre islanrl. L)n the nrorning of thc
tlrirtr'-iirst, we pullerl awil\' f rr,rrn tlrc
vessel, iu the snrall lroat. tt l rx -

anrine a strett'lt of slr,-rre that scetttcrl
to l-re tirc rnost prorttising place ttot

Fl.\lrR rs

l,trll(j(1 rlttittl.r ;l\\';tl attrl rctttrttr:d to tltc
!;reit. -'l"lrc 

rvitrrl lta,.l rlit'rl out rltrrirlg
tlrr rrrorniug atrrl tlre !;v;itr hatl driftccl
u'itlr ;r struttg ('urr(rlt. sorttc fiftcerr rttiles
in a srrutllcrl\- rlircctiurl, and it took
rrt'arlt' iortl lrottrs tu tack liack to the
scal-lrt:aclr, u'ltrrc \1't: cattte to attchrlr ott
tltc ntortting oi -lurtc sccurtttl.

I)roppirg anch,-rr al,rottt ;l rluartcr-ntile
frcrrrr tlrc llcaclt, in sir fatltottts of water,
arrtJ rrr:rking all :ntt1{ alroartl, }lr. Larrttll
arrtl I, rvitlr trto ru\\'ers, u'rttt asltors.

3.3 5

['Itill"ll,1.: \'lli11'rtF.'. lll{; l',1'LL slllr\\'l)ir;'l'llli I'ttl}ltosl'lS, \1"Ill('ll
t.\l)r{'.\'t't':s \\'Ill' I'l' ls ('.\l.l.l.:lr l':l,lil'il.\}..'t' sl,: \1..

yert expk:retl. Sure errrrugh, oll lxrll-
ing up to a srnall trcaclr. l-virrg
snrrg against a ginrrt cliif rre:rrlr' -1,[X"[)

fcet lrigtr, the excitcrl crics ttt " lilty'turtt !
tttttcha e lriuntt ! tttttchu .qrrnrt1r'.'" ironr
nl\' lIcxic;.rrt r(]wt:r's. cattst'rl rnc ttr rcttl-
ize that the lt>trg-covett'rl (lllilrr\' \\'irs a(
hanrl. \\'e sArt scveral oi tlrr: big; seal.
asleelr (.,r] the sattrl. anrl t\\,r-r Iriq lnrlls
\\'ere srt'irnrnirtg itt thc strrf. lrlklu'ing
ernd fightiug. \r.rt rvislrirrg tu friglrtrn
tltenr rrntil our vesscl \\':ls s;tfcli'an-
cltorerl in a lrrlsitiort for llttsittcss, \\'u

'l'lrt' pltutrrgralrlt sltotvinrr tltt hcrrl \\'as
takt'n irttrttctli;ttt'l-r' aftt'r going asltr',re,
rthile tlte anittrals w'ct't still trntlistttrlrt'tl.
It rlax et'rtititrlv a rvotttlerl'ttl siglrt, tlris
Irt'rrl r-rI giuarrtic attirttals irll snullrll.',
>lt't'pirtg. arrtl st't'tttittg lttttottulticitllv tlre
rt'lrilc to tlrrnu' santl ovrr tlrcir lrorlirs
rvitlr tlrrir frottt flip1rcrs" I sttpp,rse tltis
r\'[rr, to lrilrtrct tht'tttsclrcs tonlrlvltat
frorrt tlrt: :un atrtl tr-r kt'v1r ufI tlte satttl
flics. \\'lrt'rr I rnaclc a rrt-ri.ce. tlre.r' raist'rl
tlrc'ir lrca,ls, gazing in rtilrl ilrtonishnrent,
:nrrrr irr sligllt ft'ar llt rvltat \\';ri l)rolxrlrl.t'
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thcir iir.st glinlps,: of ttt;ttt" glrzirrg u'itl:
tltc largc.st, rutttttlcst, rlarkrsl, ttto:t lrc:ttl-
tifullr, lirlrritl t'\'es ittto n'lriclr it ha,l crt'r
bectr rn.r' iortuttc tr.r lrxrli. ;ttttl right ht'r'e
nrl' lteart sntote tlt('
u'ltctt I thotrglrt r'rf kill-
ing tltese rvottrlerfttl
aninrals. lvitlr strch ei'cc
()f li(lu'd velyct

["'ponaflourishof
thc arnrs :tnr] ortr cl,rst'r
alllrroach, scvcml oi tlrt
con's. in iright, st:rrtr:rl
for tlte watcr. 'l'lrt' hig
b u I I s t:ler';rlcrl tlrcir
lrcatl.s tu f ull hciglrt.
raising t,rr1 thcir Irnttt
f lilrpcrs anrl thrurt'irg
tltctttsclvcs itttr, il llogi"
tion of attacli ()r tlc-
fettse, opcttirtg tlrcir
nroutlrs rvirlt' alrrl ctttit -

ting a grrrglirrg r()ltr'
;tlsn sltrrrf illg it rt'l ,f
tcctlt rvhich rvottlrl tlo
tht l:trgt'st grizzIv
c rcrl it. L'orrsitlrrirl
th;rt the largc..t ,, I

tlrcsc lrtrlls \\'as ttc;tt'it
scvrnt('('n icct irt
lengtlr, ()\'er eler,cn fclt

I'ilt: Kt\(; ()1."1'ilt; llt.:t(t'

'l'lll: r'o\\'. rrli l"fj\| ,\1,1... \1'lltr"lt \ll'r'll
lll,:sl:Illll.l,ls sl,lvlill \t. (i[ (lt'lt o'l'llt:lt
sl:.\1.s ,\Nl) I. \r'lis 'l'lIl': Irll,uliilt')i{'l':ll

J',ltolt(ls('l s"

t-

irr girtlr, arrrl rvriglrcrl lrrullahl-r 3,5t"ft
l)r 'uu(l:. tltt'r rttarlc rrtt itttprcssit'e lrictttrt'.
I iritr"c hcartl tlre roar r:r ltark of rrtalrr'
st';rls. slrclr as :tr,ll;lrs. Laliiurnia sca lir.)ll.

ftrr scat. rtc.. but tlte
roar r>f tltc st';r rlcpltatti
is rtrure likt the nrAr o[
tlre .'\frican liorr tlrarr

ili1illi:'* 
r rrave e\r''1'

..\ f ter vien ing the
Irt rtl to our satisfac"
tirrtr. rvc ttxlk a nuttll){r
rrf photr)qral)lls wIrich
;lrr llrr,hablv the oltlr
pltotograplrs frorrr lift
r:f the elrplrarrt ii$al.
artrl rthiclr u'i'll gite thr
rcaricr a gonll irlEa oi
t ltcst' r;lrr rrrattttttals.'l'rvo large hulls \1'('rr
tltcrt sltrrt. a ..il calilrrc
.pcrial trcittg usetl, arlrt
tlrc l-rtrlk:t placerl clrrsr
rtttrlt'r tltc et'e; unc shnt
r\-ils sttfficierrt to ki:1.
\\'t' skinrtcrl the tu'cr
spct'irrrcrrs, Iat{'r killing
itnollitr Ilig lxrll jtrst
hcforr rlark ; th i: \\'il\
tlrc l:rrgest ulrtairrcrl,
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hattrl tr\i(t' lrittttl,
uars l:ctrtg tlsclt'$..
irr tlrr: surf. It,ett
lu,it.h our sur{ lirtr,
ab \\'u fottttd Iatcr,
wc cottttl llLlt al-
rva.\'s rffert a latrrl"
irtg. and nrarlv al"
tv;lUl., gr-rt il grtrrrl
u'cttirtg. Uur tltrcc
lrig l:ull skirt:'
rvrrt. Iuatlctl otl
boarrl rlttrirrg tltrse
first t*'u rlavs; ancl
I tlc, trot b<l lievs
there rvas a titrtc
rluring the retnaitt-
dcr of 0u r stay

lvherr n'e coukl ltave got one of these big
skins off tn tlrs vcs*l u'ltcrlr. ils thc sea

c;lnl{: orr rr.ruglt. atttl the rf a}' tlre sttrf
rr-rllrrl in \\'ah friglrtt'trl. \\'t'rvorkttl
stcurlil.r' urrtil -f rrnu 8, gcttirrg five skins
artrluttqskrlciurr r:tt lroat'tl : antl lclsing fcltrr
skirrs u'l:ich rvr ltarl rr:atlv to gttt ahoarrl
tlre vrssrl : tltr rottglt seil lrad rlelaverl
ortr larrclirrg ;lt tirrtt'n arrtl tltc hcat r:f thr
strn slroilstl tltcrtr.

(ln tlrc t'iglrth, thc sea llccatttt so rottglt
;rrtrl tlre u'irtrl s(, stt-o11tI" tlrat rr:ri wer(
,bligcrl to sccl< tlrc slteltt'r of our fricnrllr
lec-1xrrt. in tlrt' nt;rkitrg of rvhich we \trcr('

\Ve got one skin aboarrl that uiglrt.
'l'ltere is a largcr species of clellhant

seal in thr r\nt:rrr:tic, irt:rlttctrtirrg [rcr-
guelcn Islanrl anrl vicinit.r'. 'l"lrc t'ali-
forrtia specics \\'irs f,rrtttcrlr' \'('r.r alrtttt-
tlant alorrg this coitst of fiu1u L'aliior-
rtia, lrut persistcllt ltuntirrg for 1;1* ,,ttt-
l)()se of obtaining thcir rril. rlf rvhiclr
a large arrintitl u'ill f itkl f iftr rlol-
Iars worth, lras exte rrrrinatrrl t hcrtt
so cornplctel.r' tlrat [)r. I ltrnatlar
evitlentlv tlirl rrot think it u'ortlt
rvhilc tc) inclurlr tltcrt: anlorlg tltr:
se;lls, in lris natural lristorl' puhlislterl
several -years ago.
Since about 188.5
tlrel' ltat'e getteral
lv beerr considerc<l
as heing t'xtirrct.

'l"ht surf t"rn the
rvt'ather sirle of tlre
islerrrrl is ven' ba'1.
ltencc lrcfore goirrg
asltore the rrext
trtornittg, wr sttttk
an arrclror attacltcrl
to al:ttut 500 feet
of ro1:r cablr, fas-
terrirtg tlre other
orrl to a llig rock
()r1 shore, creating
tlrerehv a suri line :

antl bv running it
tltrotrgh loolts on
ottr boat, borv anrl
stern. lve were eR-
alllerl to pull the
hoat in or out,

il ,u? ;qit.
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caught in a "wor:lir" antl hatl ottr sails
baeil.r' tlartmgerl. C)ur poor captaitt rva:
rtttrrh u'orricd rlrrrittg thrst strenttr.rtls
da1's of rvittd arrd tvave, attrl Lris shak-
irrgs of the heacl arrd exclanmtiCIns sttch
as: "L)uranba! utntha i.?it:ttto, Se'iaor',
tutty maloJ" rvere nunlerous anrl glueirtty

On the tenth,. tlte rvcatlter artcl s('a

lex.rking favoratlle, u'e sailed back to tlte
seal beach and were fontttrate irt just
getting to an ancltoragc as night fell.
;\bout a half-rnile north of tlte bcaclr

wqre sotnc l;rrge cavrs irr tlrt rt.rt:k rvalls
rising front the sca. "l"hcse cal'rs \\'rrt
somervltat protcctrtl frour tlrr: rvratlr r:I
u,inrl arrtl wa\'(, anrl t(J tlrclrr, irr rhe
roughest weather and at rright, thc seals
rvriuld rctrcat. FIere, to{1, it w;ls I)( }s-

sitrle sornetirttes to larrrl rvhen thc srrrf
\\'as too bad at the hcach. Tlrc wlttcrs irr
tltcse cAves scentctl to al.rr,rrrrrrl rvitlr tirrl'
sarclines, rtot ntore than trvn irrcltcs lorrg
Utt cxattrining tlte storttat:lts of sunrt of

tlrr seels, I jutlgerl tltesc iish to bc their
crttirc furrl.

It \\'as vcr-\' irrtt'rcstitrg to rvatclt the
big bulls ronlt uut of tltc watcr ont$ tltu
beaclt. T'he1' rvould hcatl straight up tt)
thrs shorr, wait for a particularlv large
\\'a\"r. tltun clcratirri5 their lrirll flipperr
arrd lxrlrling tlrrlu tugctlter so as to tttakc
rr farr-slraped r:bstruction to the rvatrr.
(lrr:r' aliun'erl tlre rt';tvt tcl carr)' tlteln onto
tht: beaclt a sltort tlist;tttrt, and tltis rvas
rc;rcatctl :t:\'cr'fll titttt's to tr)trrnit thern to

tils(;,.\1"1't.:lt il.\ll sllil'r h'lt(Ill ll Y ";i1: Fl'1,:r'1.\1," I'slN{;
sol.'T" Nl,sll Itl'l,Ll.:'l'.

gr.'t lrr:lrl rvith tlrcir frr:rtt flippcrs, Airle,l
lru thr hitclrirrg nrotiun of tlre cartilagi-
nous rihs. thcr. rvotrld crarvl to the tlrl'
sarxls, shaking Iike a great rnohl of gela.
tirrt'. thc hitchirrg rneilion heing not rrnlike
tlrat of lrrrtrt, int:h rr,onrrs. Tlre prcrboscis
r,I a largr: Irtrll is about eighteen inclte"c
irurn cvr,: to tip. 'l'lrc anirnal ltas the polver
ol' irrflatirig this elolrgated nose; rvltett
i, irrilatctl, it nrrtclt reserntlles tlte nose
,rf a rruursc. 'l'ltc eolvs art: ntuch slintnter

tr] S$r
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than the males and they lack the pendant
nose; their pelage is of a beautiful, sil-
verl, grayish-black color and very soft.
The largest cow killed was about twelve
feet in length.

We remained here until the thirteenth;
then, having a total of ten specimens,
and pleasctl with the result of our trip to
date and anxious to be safely in the
United States with our cargo, we set
sail for San Quentin, scudding down the
westerly shore and rounding the south
end of the island in half a gale. That
evening we ran into a very choppy sea,
one big wave hitting our port bow, spin-
ning our little craft around like a top
and half filling the cabin with water.
The morning of the twentieth found us
becalmed off the mainland, twenty miles
south of the San Quentin bar. During
this rnorning we were entertained by
several big whales which disported them-
selves in tlre waters about us, one big
old "sulphur-bottom" coming danger-
ously close.

It took us until the afternoon of the
twenty-first to make the bar, and here
we had to drop anchor to allow the St.
Denis to pass out on her way north. I
had been hoping to get to San Quentin
in time to catch the St. Dcttis this trip
and was much chagrined to see her
steanring off without us, as I knerry it
meant a wait of twenty days before I
could get north. In trying to tack up
the channel that night by moonlight, we
ran the Freia aground in six feet of
water, and with the ebbing tide she
gradually keeled over on her side. I
sptnt a wakeful night with an eye to
preventing accidcnts. By morning she
had righted and high tide allowed us to
proceed on our wav and at nine A. M.
we landed at San Quentin.

Some days were spent in getting my
specimens properly packed for shipment,
and during this time I found that it

L" *k'*

would be a month before I could get

Sway from San Quentin unless I sailed
in my own vessel or drove overland, so
I chCrtered the Freia again to sail south
to the.port of San Carlos, to catch the
stearner there. But by this time, mY
erstwhile crew had become so saturated
with MesroJ, that endeavors to get thenr
on board were fruitless and I was obliged
to cast about for other means of getting
away.

I\{r. Cannon offered e suggestion:
"You have just time, by driving hard, to
make Ensenada, 150 miles or more
north. I have plenty of mules, but the
only wagon in iown, which is mine, has
a burr of the rear axle broken and is
useless." I was getting anxious to bc
on my way, so I asked to see the burr.
It was broken in three pieces; these t
tied together with a string and smearing
the parts with a well-known brand of
Iiquid glue, put it in the sun to dry; it
hardened, seemed firm enough, so I made
up my mind to try and get through with
it. Our specimens were loaded on the
heavy freight wagon, rnaking, with our
Iuggage and four men, a load of 3,000
pounds. Four good mules were at-
tached and we pulled out of San Quentin
with just seventy-two ltours to catch the
steamer. I will not describe the difficul-
ties of this trip over rough mountain
roads and heated deserts scorching in
the hot rays of a July sun. Suffice it
that we caugtrt our steamer and landed
in San Diego just in time to help cele-
brate the "Glorious Fourth."

The seals were shipped direct to Eu-
rope and today, thanks to the skillful am
of the taxidermist, are reposittg, or being
prepared to repose, in life-like manner,
in the Great British Ilfuseum and the mu-
seums of Trirrg, Edinburgh arrd Berlin,
that future generations may gaze on onc
of the by-gone wonders of the animal
kingdorn.

i
{d lL
i1


